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Is coming to maturity, which perhaps will never have
learned that the Paris of to-clay has been entirely
constructed with the view of rendering for ever im-
possible the old barricade of paving-stones in the
narrow streets of the demolished city. Still more
recently, however, the mob has obtained new arms.
During the last quarter of a century, a great part,
perhaps the greatest part, of the inventive faculties of
mankind has been given to the arts of destruction;
and among the newly discovered modes of putting an
end to human life on a large scale, the most effective
and terrible is a manipulation of explosive com-
pounds quite unknown till the other day. The bomb
of nitro-glycerhie and the parcel of dynamite are as
characteristic of the new enemies of government as
their Irreconcileable opiDions.

There can be no more formidable symptom of our
time, and none more menacing to popular govern-
ment, than the growth of Irreconcileable bodies
within the mass of the population. Church and
State are alike convulsed by them ; but, in civil life,
Irreconcileables are associations of men who hold
political opinions as men once held religious opinions.
They cling to their creed with the same intensity of
belief, the same immunity from doubt, the same con-
fident expectation of blessedness to come quickly,
which characterises the disciples of an infant faith.
They are doubtless a product of democratic senti-